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ENFORCEMENT LAVS.

Do They Violdte (he Riglts of States ?-—-
Are They Constitutional?

Argument of David Dudley Field
in the Supreme Court.

AN IMPORTANT DECISION PENDING.

WasmnaTor, Mareh 31, 15876

‘The case of the United States vsi, Cruiksnank
and two otbhers who bave alresdy been convicted |
of viclating the Entorcement act, was tuken up lo |
the United States Supreme Court yesterday, con-
tinned to-day, and argoment upon It 18 likely to
last during the week, The delfendants in the
original sult were Crulkshank and pinety-six
other white citlzens of Graut parisp, Loulsiana,
who were (ndicted lor murder, conspiracy w pre-
vent negroes from vortlng, snd lor other crimea
pod misdemesnurs under numerous counts. The
present parties to the suit, ousside of the United |
Brates guvernineut, are the only original defend- |
amis who were coovieted ol crlminal eonduct.
The quession now belore ke Sapreme Coors
19i—'{s the Congressional légsiation” 30
eoforce the prohbitions of the Iast three
RmEndments 1o the constitution compitible with
that lostroment 7 Pne eounsel of vrulkshank
w0d s fellows, Messrs. Reverdy Johnsos, Davig
Dndiey Pleld, John A, Campbelland A, H, Marr, of
Lonisisna, claim that it is nol, Arguments were |
made to<1sy by Solleltor General Puillips, on the |
part of the Dnited Stales, and Mesars, Plald, Mare
snd P, Plullips, on that of the delendants lo error,
Mr. Field made & jorcible arguinent, of wiich we |
following presents 118 strongest poinis i — |

The argument that 1 shall have thé honor to ad- |
Areas to Lhe Court will oe coullued to the guus-
sutl 0 compatiollity betwean the lederal coustl-
tation and whe legisiation of Congress, whicd 18 |
supposed to AUTLOCLZe Lie present indictment. It
|8, i leed, true that i the jorm of the accusstion
» Dot conlormable to the act of Congress roe e
ieaduits are sntitled to be presently dischargeds
but, Inasiuch As 4 new Indictment MIght possibly
be prelerred, supposing the present to fall lor de- |
feul 01 jori, tHls question 18 mglgnifieant com-
pured with the other. For my purt ! shail leave
the matser of procedure where |t now stands
upon the argument apd confine mysell to the
guestion 0l coulorpity or non-comiorinity of the
Wk 01 Congress Lo the coustitution. If the legis- |
lation wupen  which W audletment  rosis
18 COUSOrMAnie 1o Lie Orgall: Iaw Ul this couutry, |
then It matters little wostls or 18 Dot decided |
about the rwrm of proceeqing. Tne substance of |
Awericag copnstitutionsl governmeut, a8 recelved
Irom tlie tatbers, will uave gone, aud the lorms
will not be long in following. Let us reduce and |
lormulnte the question, I we can, *0 as Lo $epa- |
rale toe incidental frum the essential, in order |
lhat our atieution may be withdrawn Irom all
other econsideratious vhan that vl 1he oue luodn |
mrotal wnd permasneut theory upon waich Lbis |
legislution must stand, 11 1L stand at all

vraer (o reduce snd lormuolste th2 guestion |
Mr, Field ran torough the provisions and probibi-
LlousS 01 1ne latest three smendments Lo tDe cons
stitution and of the acts which uave been passed
by Cobgress a8 “appropriile leglsiaton” tw en-
furce such provisiung and probhibitions.
THE CAUSE OF THE SULT.

By authority of this legisiation uinety-seven

ersons were iuaicted togesner io vhe Crreaib |
F‘uurt of the United States tor tbe Distries of
Louisling, nnd turée o1 suem, ibe préfent defepd-
#nis, were tonnd guilty upon the fArst sixteen
counts. ‘The Indietnent was fouad under the
BLXTH and seveutn sections of the Eunforcement
sct, siXteen connts belng lor simple conspiracy
gnoer tue slxth sectiun and the other sixteen
bel:gemr eond iracy, Wil overs acts resultiog in
m! r, Tis ludlertneat, or that portion of
it upun which these aefendsuts have been
convictad, 13 suppused to be  justiiea by
the mxth section of the KEnlorcemeol act, and
that section 1s sald to rest upon the late smenn-
ments. In considering the gquestion whether
it 1s or 18 not sapported by them, | assume what
inoeed oo one disputes, (bhas Lelore the jate
Amenurtents tnis section, and the aame may be
sutd of the otber sections, would have been be-
yond .the competency of Congreds. Toe point of
coutention, therefore, 1s wiether the smenuments
bave comierred tne power. Upon this my first
DroOpos1Lon I8, thit It wus not the design of the

l@ in adopng them to change the junda-
z?ul cuaructor of therr government, or to niter
tue relations between the Union and the States.
Tuey lutended tnag the Union sbould continue to
be what it hod veen Lefore, o use the language,
sllghtiy chunged, of the late Chiwet Justice, an io-
destruciiule

UNION OF INDESTRUCTIBLE STATES

The events of the last fitoen years are no secret.
The origin o1 the war, the wur [iself, the gues-
fion8 1o which, in Its YArrig pro;ress, 1o gave
riee, and bis great resnitd, are huown ol ail meu.
It estabiléhead toe uolty ol the oation and the
fréedom ol the slaves, Upon the Oual settlement,
while 1t was no! thought necessary 10 make woy
sunstitutional chapges 1b respect 0 the clsm of
secbssion mud tue relation of the Stutes to the
Union, it was thought Nocesary to provide for the
quallly of the ireedmen. In doing tois Two
POWrses WEre open; one was to pace them and
sl thelr riguts wnd  relatons under  the

nizauce of 1he ledsral power, and the
prlier was to lenve them os they were, under tue
*oxn.zance ol the Stuted, but to pruvide that (bese
shotly make no diserimination to their dissdvan-
jage. Toe latier course was sdopted. The arficies
pré Congruous and plaloly adapted to that end.
Foey il ymuly shat!, apare irom tue prolibitivns,
e States Dave plepary power over the subject,
1od they leave that power os It was, with the
nugie quautication that it shall treat all alike,
tne emancipated slaves side ny sidé with tbelr old
masters. 1. Wes iu tiis respect somewhat like the
trealy stpniation thar we oitén luake, agreelng
that the vation treaung with us shall be put on
the footng of the most lAvored nalivns, woich,
whtle it leaves os at full liherty to make wuat new
IreaLies or enkcl What new laws we please, noliges
B 0 prant tothe vbe what we grant 10 the othors.
Iv Was e vesign vl the wmendainents, uod. tuelr
whole desigo, to riise toe freediued W A0 equaity
With thelr iate mustels before Lhe law and to give
the bigcks ali Wb ghts waich the whites enjoyed,
lheie was 0o cowplalol tiat the whites were op-
redsed. There was RO mischiel in toat respect

O remedy. The) did DO ueed DeWw FUATAliecs
kud Bone Were lntenden lor them. Toe cotplunt

thers any expreas provislon of the comstitution
which forbids Oongress to establish in a State,
Wlhose suthorities are overthrown, o government
like that of Venlce, or ke tuat of another of the
Italisn republica of the Middle Ages? According
to the clk=sification Of Writers on government,
Genus onder 18 doges, Florence under 118 dukes
and Foland under jta KIII[{.I were republics. Why
may not Congress take that lorm ol republican
government now exlsting n France, or that
latel exwstiug o Spulp, or apy of the
republican lorms al PHAt ages—nat,
r Instance, of the Commonwenity ol
England nnder Cromwell, or even that of Puland.
There (s 00 FEASON OLACr Lhan this, that there ure
certikin essential, inhercat, inerudicable prinecipies
of American republican government Lo wiich the
frumers of the constitution referred and by which
Congress 18 bonnd,  And If Congress be thus lim-
ten the courts must say 50 wheuever the question
18 broneht belore them, What, otherwise, conld
prevent Congress (rom establisting tn o 1sorgan.
lged Brate

A GOVERNMENT OF MILITARY DUKES ?

In sl that | nave sald | win justifded by recent
decialons of this Court,  Not longer ago than 1563
shis Court, speaking by 118 late Chiel Justice, ut-
sered these wemorable words, whieh wil itve
constitoiional history so long as the cousilsution
lives ins lla vigor:—+Not enly, iberefore, can
there be nu  loss of separate and inde-
pendent autonomy to the Skites whrough
their union under the constisution, but iw
may b9 not unreasonably said that the pre-
servatlon oOf the Statés aod the walnlensoco
of their goveruments are as much within tne de-
SIZN unyg care ol Lbe constitution us the preservi-
tion of the Upton and the maintengance of toe
patiopal government, The constitution, in all i1s
provisions, l0oks to an indegtructible uuton, com-

oped 0f indestructibie Niates.”  (Texas a, White,

Wall, 725.) The only principle that can jus-
tiiy the leglslation pow In guestion, M It be
justiinbie wE  oll, 19 this: that I1n the
chulte of meand t prevent a State violating
the pronibitory clauses of the late amendments
Copgress may liself do the thilags whicu the
Stete wonld olberwise bave doue, In order to
juake sure that shey are not done unproperly,
Tone Suates may, every one of them, do what New
York aud Massachuserts now do, 1o securing the
rignt of all citizensyto voie, withoul regard to
race, coler or vions condition of servitude, but
for fear tuwt they wil oot coutinue to do 80 Con.
gress may, it js clanned, reglster the voters snd
rece:ve and count whe voles. ADd Uf it may do
tiat it may do guy other thing that I8 to be done
by & governmeut in an election; Iu short, tuke
upon itsell o construct aud work the wbole a-
ciunery of electionys. Aud what is true of voulng
1%, a8 | sball eudesvor to show more fully bere-
after, true also of every other subject witoln the
scope ol these amendments, sod wbut Incindes
alinust every subject of govermment. For what is
there W the world tor State legisiation bus
“pe, liberty and property,’ wnd the *protection
ol tue laws 7" I the valldity of the g:oaem legls-
lation 15 atirmed one may amrem the vaudiry of
legislation upun any sabject coocerning  lile,
liberty, property and protection by the law, lois
jdie Lo BREWEr TRt such ki Atempt wil never be
wade. Woo can tell what, In

TIX PEENZY OF FUTURE PANTLES,
may not be attempied? WLo tbat haw seen the
tnings happeniug Lo L6018 geueration can foretell
what may oot Le done or sttemped lo sowe of
the tunes to come? Une of the must exeraorii-
nary phenomena of political Distery 15 tug ten-

| umajeritles o oppress minorities,
trample u sl obstuctlons
standing In the way, Whoever Lupe care-
lully watebea ihe poitical events of the last
decad s Iust DAVE Been 8 cOusStAuLly accelerated
wovement towurd toe organization and cumula-

tiun ol federal authority, This Bas been brought |
us |

apour by the acuon of od Wwen as well
bad, In obliviousoess of &oe truil Thas every
NEW POWREK ADDED TO THE NATLON
18 Just so much subtrscted Irom the States.
A poiitical argument addressed to the Su-
preme Jourt wowd, of course, be vot ol
place.  Jts  great Lut singie function 18 10
luterpret the law oand the constltusion, be the
conseyuences what they may. My arguoment,
tnerefore, will CoOnsiat of an VUr [0 estiblen
the fullowing WWo propositions i—
Mrst—The Dpaitoral interpretation of the lan-
» of the new wmendments does Dot jJustly the
present leglsiation.

Seeonid—L) toe satoral Interpreiation did justuy
It, yet, as the Janguase 18 suscepuble of 8 diferent
one, Loe jatter must be prejerred ws that alone
which It wus tuderstoml by Lhe peopie.

‘'ne pnutural interpretativo of the smendments
does pot jusiily the legisinilon. No State—tius 18
the laoguuge—sball muke ur enforce any law wnich
suull ubrudge tue priviieges or ummunities ol citl-
Zens ol toe Unised States, or deprive any person
ol life, loerty or property, witboot due process of
law, or deny to any persun withm it jurisdiction
the equal protecflon oOf Lo Isws; no Huate shall

deny or abrndge toe right of ciiizens ol toe United | How thr ol SBAE FOR

stalfes to vote, withoot regard to race, color, or
previous condition of servitnde, A Siate 15 a
curpurate body, sud can act ouly hy Iis corporate
sutnorities, LUnil thess Ccurporate authorities
Lave acted the siate hus ool viclated the probiog-
tion. (ougress, tbnerefore, mMust move aiter the
state, Dol belore i1, But as yet no Siate has
muved, 80 ISr s8 we are inlormed. Falure to
provide s remedy for s wWroog 1s not the same
Ws gepriving of & nght. I it were
#0, then Congress might examise the codes
0/ the states, wod of I8 found their provislons io-
dequate might supplement Lhem. Were a Siute
1o repesl & part ol 1ts !aws lor the protection of
rights or Lhe putislment ol crunes the nativoal

T:nrnmtm vould oot sapply the « ney.
t could haraly bLe clumed that Lhese |
rolibitious require any more of ne Stale

islitures than wold Bave been required

of them i the ssmne bad contuined lo sheir

own constitutions, Toen, surely, their dolog no

more aud 0o less esnuot give just occusion for

federal mnterposition, State action, taeretore, |8
NU CAUSE PUK FRURKAL AUIION,

There must Le alirtusiive sclun by 4 State
teading to deprive o citizen of Dis rights bewre
Colgreas can inlerfere, Soouid a Stale Legisla-
ture sitempt 10 deprive & person of propersy
WItLOUT due process of 1AW Lis actlon wonla be s
nuilisy, Wuar, In tohat event, might Congress do v
l‘»"r:'me legal moa:nmw: uuuu::u che muliny.

‘uat legel means Jougress luug ago provide
for establisning the ouaility ot an er m;u?w law,
or & law Impairing the obilgation ol contracts ur &
bill ol attwoder ¥ An appedl 1o the federal courts,
Has not Loat proved sdequate ! The wiole question
may be stuted i these words :—How may . ngress
enlo ce the BOULLY 0f & Siate law ¢ Guaraoty is
Dot tee couverse of probivition. The pronibk
tiups do Dot AWOBOE W guaraoues. Toey ao
not require Lne Siates 10 MUke sdre that 0O WAD
sunll be d?rlua wl ltie, HDErLY OF property with-
ot law. e probibitory atweodments act upon
the Slales and Dot upon juuividuals. HBecause the
Stales are wterdicted ftrom certalo thiugs sud
Congress MAy enjoree Lho lulerdict that does not

rove Ll Cungress may do tbe cubverse thunge.

cuuse the States are pronibited it would he a
stralge inlerence tohatl Cougress 14 sutnorised.
When the consutublon says to she States, “You
shall pot," LuAt is DOt Lee same LUIDR &3 saylng o
Copgresd, ¢ You shal'” or “You may." If 11 were
#0 there would ve funtgd & strange vmission 1o tbe
coustitation, wide en i b let D wany ol the
misclies which the probitions were (olended Lo
retedy, Congress is noi vy tuese amendmenys pro-
ibited. It 1 ooly poe States which are. I?m

W ve relieved, the wischie! 10 be re d, tne
fuRiantes (0 DE provided, had reapect to ihe
stely subject race sbd to that siowe, In seying
Wi we ol course leave out ol Yiew the temporary
PruviSIcDs respectiug Loe wreatment ol the reveis |
akd the rebel deot. understovd, tuere 18 aym-
e Ty in the whole of the Glueodments; they are |
Al contermed to one yi&n end CAITY Out one great
yarpose. Toe general quut'l‘ﬂa now s,

. WHAT MAY CONGMESS DO
0 enforce the promlbitions 1hus girected aguimst
the States? The particular quesation o,on which
this ¢ase depends 18 wheilber, under colur of en-
furcing t0e prolilbitiung, aud Deiore any Siate Das
vioiated them, Congressy cad anticipaie and pre-
Jent LA Yiolition Uy SAKIGE Into s OWn Daads
bt regu.siion o) the Whole subject? luis may be
andouuiealy oue way of accowpushing tohe object,
Ul AN prevent a thiLg Lelng dulie i A manler
Jdispleasing to yon by duing it poursell, Cougress
Can prevedt toe siales irom Mmeking a4 wronug
regalabou by lisell maging ail the regu atons
But 18 Lkt 1he I8 purport of the ausbority® Is 14
tThe legitunate 1Werpretation ou b ehorter of jed-
“Pul guveromieni, oy which power 8 carefary
partitioued peiween the Lnion aod the States, to
Ay thAt i tue TUrmmEr bas awtBority Lo prevent
the letier irom dulng & WIoug thiug it may pre-
veot tueir going anyiung by colag everythlug
tae ¥ Ihe protluitons of these

AMENDMESTS OF THE LASY BECATE

Are rensonably ciear: their general parpose Ls ut-
mistukauie: they Are land upon the staies, and |
Cungress Lng eXpress power to eulorce wiem by |
Bpproprigte oguiilub. S0 much 13 iuvis; ukabic.
e duspute vegius When the word Bpprojriate s

10 be Juterpréted, WHst is AN WHAL Is Gul epe
proprinie leglalationt And who |8 to judge of the |
wpprupriaienesal These wre the cardinal gues-

MOus Upoa WHics hitged the decision ol the pres-
€06 Cause, and Wit It the determination o o
smali oeaBul e of tue Tatare 0 the couuiry. Tue
first oservativn {0 be made (s, that tos amena-
meuts taude pars of the constilution are 10
U cousbrued L0 cONLEcton with the original purta
Of it aled mecurding tu the well ugaerstood aud
WUR estabisfed inter, retaudon of tnat nstrument
ComZress 18, viinl certain huits, the excinsive
judg® of tie appropriateucss of its iegislatiou W
the el designed; Lut that there ar: such humits,
Mud beyoud them Congress ma) uot puss.
WIAK CONGRESS CANSUT DO, |
Mr. Field bere argued that Congress couM not |
ander color of prevestiug 4 State o dolng cer- |
Ll B0 Lgs destroy the state or duy of 1td egden-
ual attriouts., Woeu, therefore, he coutinued, |
ot osajd, as 1l ofeu is, LAl Congress |s
the exciusive judge of the means to be
¢hosen tor attainlog ko ena, the proposition 18
U 0@ admitted only With tne tWo guasticativns
that nave LPen meutienel. su 4 wias sald by
Madison, Bamilion and Juy, In the Federalist : so
It wis said 5y Mamlton o B Argumens o & |
DANK ol tue United States; 50 It Was 3uld vy Coled
Us (0¢ Mursiail (0 Mecuiluch VA Mar)snd, upd
¥ It Las veth raid, sCOres ol times since, Ly jucges
Wi this €618 ubd Otuel judges, State afd federal,
Tuere afe Many jimiwetions npon the ehoice of
eans beyund those W.liwo Are expressed. They
B¢ Lupiied, (roln the Latare ol the guvernmient.
LU lustery @ the  coudtey aod toe wradi-
Lohd o the people. Tue Trighs to decimie
et invalld, becunse  (tguwmbauivle  witn
Ve eonstiintiun.  applies vith  the  ®ame |
PAewt  wilere the  Inculupdtibuity relates to |
i iuplied ws Woere 1t relatud o the express |
Wiiiietions s the constitutivu. Uenera lauguspe, i
LHULER (i iREl UDeIUDIZUOUS, 15 hiBiied BY the |
ChCulndbunces 18 Wikdh It 18 used. lous *‘toe
Luied Stalod sBil KSarautee to evers stace ml

this TepubuCun vt of vernment'’
WUl WAAT S0Pt 8. W FEPUDLGAD EOVeramear! Db

| 40 wothing wnatever, Levonil
| remedies in federal 00T for pariies sggrieved

| emil

g of tuep upon the Stales,
Cougress can exercise plenary power over the
subject, It can do some, indeed oany of tue very
titlngs wuolch the Siates were jorbiddaen %o ao.

| libiuon

| people,

pot be denied or abridged by > - Ly L10)
Ntate, OD wccount of race, color or previons eondi-
ton of servitude,' and Congress may euforce the
provisions of this article, 1T maght seem ot lrss
sight that here Iv u decluration of the rignt ef
Citizens of the United States to vote, but that
wouil be an errar, NO rght s guarapnteed or as-
serted, Diserimingtion ooly 18 prohioged, Toe
right or privilege, whichever 1t muy justly be
catled, of the elective (runchise |15 4til where it
Nas nlways been, under State control, with this
single gualitication, that in determiniog 1t the
State shall muke oo distinetion on account ol race,
color or previvus servitude, Tuls amandment s
NOTHING BUT & PROBIBITION,

Iike the firss seeglon of the lourteentn article, and
should be dealt with in Lbe same macoer. Bus
the right or privilege of votipg caunot be exer-
eisedl withont amirmative legialagion, it may be
siald. Nowore can the vight to property be exer-
cibed without wmMrmative legislation. My prop-
usitlon, 1o sbort, 15 this, that an act ol &
Swate In violution of the probibitions of the
pinenaments woonld he a mllluip, and what Cou-
gress, being authoriged to enjorce the profivie-
Hons by agprupnaw legislution, the watural, the
wrue and the only constitutionsl mode of enjorces
mwent 13 by judicial remedies to establish sud  en-
ferce the punity, The sixth section of the Enforce-
ment aet assunes bt Longress hag power
Ennlsu a conapiracy o deprive any citizen of the
‘nited Stated ol bis night to vote, ol uny right
granted or secured by the federal constitution, of
any privilege or linmunity of & cltizen of the United
Hrates, of the right o Ule, ltperty und property,
ubd o1 the right to the equal piolectlon of the
laws., Letus take one of rhese apd direct our
attention to aal: for example, the right of
wroperty. The problbition of the lourleentn
dmendment communds 4 State not to deprive any
ersen of property withont due process of law.

Fl,'lle State may deprive a peérson of Lis property |

by due process of law, bat pos without it, 1o des
prive without due process Is 10 procecd without
law, Ly arblirary sels o legisiation miseailed law,
The State can act only by 1ts corporite oficers,
and then only 1o purduaoce of Siate leglslation,
Il & State Governor despoils & ciuizen be 18 @ slin.
ple trespasser, unlsss there ve @ State law to jus-
iy him.  We wil suppose, toen, & Staie law
rzrnulbnesl by this amendment, which law autbor-

es a certan thing to be dones 1t 18 the doing of
s thing which Uongress may nuiliny,

We must diserlniuate awong the prohibisions— |

Detween those Wilel alm mere|y at cquality and
LLOs€e Wilol wlmn gt other rights,
about Lhe right vo vote, without
DISPARAUEMENT ARIZING FROM RACE,

confers po rignt ol yotng, bot suonply provides
taat, If the right be gwen Lo wiltes, 1t shall be
g1ven 1o blacks also. ald 8 slwilar expression
Leen used |0 resvect to the right to o office, 1t
surely wonld nout have been saia that o rigot o nn
otice wis conterred, 5o | the right to educanon
Lgu been mentioned in
would not have been eoustrued to coufer tue right
to ue edacated,

Upon tue whole, 1618 sgomitted that the amerds
ments, taken in tueir nalurhl sense, de Dot justily
the leglsiation now under review.,

We come now w the secoud proposition, wnich
15, that M the jnterpretutiou coutended 1or were
not tue more Latural ote, yet it 18 at the very
least o possible mternretation, and 18 to be pre-
ierred, becange 1t 18 the ouly one conlormable to
the understanding and purpose of the people, by
Whoil the text was sdopied. The geaeral doctrina
up to the time of these gmiendments continusl to
e thit Lhe SULLes were sovereign over their own
State concerns, Is cowplex government was
curivusly conteived o give liberty and salety to
the people of all the States. It was {gstioned by
tbe people. 1o the nuie ol the people aud jor tue
Iis ulm wus L0 Keep the pedce among
the Siates aud to mapage affalrd of common
coueern, while 16 lelt the States the entire
management of their own aflairs.  No  man
i his senses could have supposed at the
formation of the consutution, or cali Dnow
suppose, that a consollduted government, extend-
g over §0 much terntory and so wany people,

c4n last & generation witnout the destuciion of |

the States and oOf republican govenment with
them. History Is o lavie and political puilosophy
a delusivn 11 any government other then monars
chicul can stretch itselt over ity degrees ol lougi-
tude aud bull as many of iatitode, with 50,000,000
people, wnere toere are no local goveruments
capuble ol sianaing by tnemselves and resisting
all attempts to dmperil thelr self-existence or 1
pair their autbority., Tue momeut 1t 18 conveded
that Washington inay, af its discretion, regulite
@il the coocerns ol New York ana Califorma, of
Loulsiang snd Muine; that
THE AUTONOMY OF THE STATES

has no delepce stronger ban the self-dental of
fluctoating Uo unal ajorities; st that
moment toe Kepublic of our tathors will buve dis-
upvesred. and a Hepublie 1 nawe, but 3 despot-
Ism (o tact, will bave 1aken 1ts place, 1o give way
In apolner generation Lo & governueut with
anotber nams and other stinbutes. Observe
the maintenance of the
preseut leglsiation will carry us, It has already
led to Kelloge vs. Warmouth, United States va.
uinyton amd Harrison ve. Hadiey, and these cases
are but & Joretnste of what we may bave here-
aiter, s esseniial principle I8, that in order to
anucipate and prevent @ violnnon ol the prohibi-
tions, Congress may estaplish & system of 1aw lor
tue geoveral reguation of ail subjects within
the wmcope of the amendmenis. The logical
and Inevitavle copclusions from  this  new
theory are that the prohlultlon ugainst denving
or avrndying toe richt 1O vote on aceoont of color,
ace or preévious cundition of servilude may be
eljorced LY IT4MIDE 4Bd WOr.

miachibery
of ¢lections, no INALLEr what may be the uffice ur

the unctivn to be Biled vy the eleetors, ‘The pro-
;funn MUkILg ur en OTCIDE Aoy law
suridging the privileges or nnmuouities of eitigens
of the United States may be enforced by raming a
code ol these privileges aud Gnmuusties, deduin,
the wmethods of enjoyment, and providing pen
Lies jor their viclatlvn,  And the @il more come
prehensive pronibitions ugmnst depriving any
person ol life, liberty or property willout due pro-
cess of law, ur deuyiog to uny person tne equal
protection of the laws, may Le eniorced by & wore
colspreleusive cude, deflulog tae rurnts of lie,
lberty and property, in all their ramifications,
the processes ol 4w which are Lo be deemed
due, Lhat protection of the laws which is to be
copsidered equal and Lthe various modes of en-
lureing toe rignus of life, liberty and property by
remedies civil and erimibal. II these numerous
and muithorm providions would not euver the
whole gronnd ¢ Jaw, suostantive aud remedial,
It 18 mot ensy to #ee what would ve ouMtted that
15 coutained im the Wost comprebensiye existing
coae. The legislation ol Congress would, ol conrds,
supersede ur exciude legisiation by the States npon
the same subjects; the United States would stand
o toe universal lawgivers of the couniry, and
the laws of the States would dwindle to the di-
mensions of corporation ordinauces or the regu-
Iations of counity supervisors, ‘Tne argument ap-
Pesrs 10 08 unsnsweravie tnat such was uot and

- couid net have been the intention of the Amerl-

| @aelivercd by Mr. Justice Miler, are

LungTress 18 DOt loroden (o pass o law avfidgiag |

Lue privileges and mmuniies of cllizens ur deny-
ing Lo cerisih persous oe egual protection of sho
Jawa, bul saypose o State, Dot content with 18
present laws, to ue about
Lhus LW Vioiate toe p bition,
upen what Congress could, in

The Mealis adopied most

5. ‘Toe fed

we P
that event, epact,
Ue appropriste und nos
roh L Leginiaiure can act oniy
Ky siatute, to be put In eXxecmtion DY the Execu-
tive and the Courts. Could Congress authorize
the Executive [0 do anyining agaiust the recaicl-
trani Stae* |
power Lne Fresicent to do.
IF MU ACT THROUGR THR COURTS.

And the only qUestion 15, W hat appropriaie action

0 aet aggressively aod |
Sare

t 4 diMficait to see woatit conid ew. |

couid Jopgress aathoree to be taken in the cotrts |

tu enforee the prombitiou, that 1=, to preveut or
redross the vioiation' The remedy L o
nullily the activn  whicn the stete stowd
not  bave ordained or permitced. Equaity
bejore the law 18 the general sum of
amwendinents, T4t s secared by Duiliiying Ite-
quality—ibat 18, lor example, Ly decisring that
WHATEVer ibe Siate gnml to Ity white citizens
shnil for oot resson be aiSu the FIgUt of the DAk,
Tuis ruie Would execu'e Itsell 1 most cases,
Takes that clause vl the [ourteenth amendwent
willcli lorolds & State (0 Make ©OF €0OFCe 3 AW
abrnampog the PRV eges apd jmmunities o oitls
zens of tne Luited states, The state cansot

can prople 1o sanction:ng these ameadments, and
theretore they shouin not be thus nterpreted,
even i the natural sigoificance of their Ianguage
‘!‘I’P. 48 It 1s not, favorabie 1o soch an interpre-
ativn.

Mr. Field, in support of his views, bere quoted
eXiracis (fom 8 decision ol toe Supreme Court, In
reiacion 1o the swendument, which was deliversa
Ly Mr. Justice Miller 1wo or turee years ago. Con-
tinniug bis speect., ne sald:—

Toese extruots irom tne opinton of the Court,
given at susi
lengt., because they are $o lmportan: o them-
selves, nud dispose ol 80 mapy ol tbe questions in
the present case, O Lhe taree disdeniiug odiuions,
twe certainly, mud perhups the thurd, properiv
uLderstood, contain nuiting in confict with waat
1% bere stated. Loe difference of Views snong tbhe

jearned judges of the court was upon  the
extent of the protbitons, not apon  the
means of enloreing them. If  toess  gnenad-
ments be understvod uod npplied, as

it 18 uere Insisted they should, they will prove
must beueficient in resuils. The pronibiuoos
ujom the siales ATe mMerey such &8 every State

consiltntion shoold contlain or I8 own Legisin- |

tare. 1018 oniy when the luterierence ol Congress
18 jnvoked that the danger begins, and thas will
Cense S0 5000 04 118 undersibod thet Congress
cannot et ontil the States nave lewislated in
violation of the pronibition, and wnen only by way
of nnduging thesr acuon through the courts,
mest bere close wy part of the discussion. The
general claim on the part of the lederal govera-
meut 1§ notbing WOTe NOr ieds tnan (his—ihat
Cougress 14 clothed with anthority to panish in
lederni COUTIs ADY persons (or agreecing lowether
o wmrenion o preveut urf mnder toe free exer-
cise aud enjoyment Dy any citizen of aay rigos
or privilege grantod or secured to him By e con-
stitution or 1AWs of the Uoited States, tnese laws
belug uct ouly the Lthiee statules just mentoned,

C ot al other existing statutes, revised and wot

enloree & Jaw uutu It 19 wade; it tuerelore, it |
wukes Lo such 8w Lhe condition on woich aope |

Cougress ¢an act hus pot arrived. When the

| Btate hus made suoh a law then Congiess can tike
they |

Lo epfurce tue prouluitivn. Waat may

nieps L
be ¥ Not wne pussiag of an act to declars the Stute

| law pali; enac has already been Gone by a power |

hogher than act 0f Congress—iuas 15, the constitu- |
won ltseli—nol by emypeweriog the Premident to |

acL Jor he cADDUL usSe jorce Aagainst & State
stalute, bus Ly prowecsing the Indiviaaal aggrievod
iroim Lhe operation of the otimoXious law. Will it
bre sald, toat 118, BDarty and property canmot be
protecied withoat law ; toat the equal prutectivn
of the law presupposes the eXistence anu enrorde-

| deflue what 1s tne Figut to the

mens of laws, aud st if the Stuted 40 Nos make |

| the jaws, or, Delng made, de not enforce them, then
have already said |

Congress may interiere? |

sulnetiung of tuls  nead and wWili sad |
only ® lew words, Let  the gqueston
be  put  In this (orm:i—suppose & slate
not to provide adequwte rewedies for tue

proieciion of lUe, Nbercy aud property, what may
Cupgress do? Lhe dnswer must oe, Congress may
providing Judicisl

by depnivatios of their righia  Be.ond t0is there

1% uu giternauve velweed dolng nothing or dolug |

ever;toing, betwesn leaving the States alune of
aesiro) ing (Lem Ritog=tuer. Cougress canuct do
everylaiug, because thut aduid Lo the annifilie-
Twn of Lie States; therejore |6 can du potoluy,
beyond jroviding the judicial remedies here (u-
dicated, For want of A better expression | will
SOITIMAVe jezisiaiion tout wiien dediares
Al egiurves subAlALLYE (AW, and by uegatlve
legislution that Which operaws vy WAy o1 delencs
11 VIR Fedreds 1o & parey aggrieved, Uslug the
eXpression 10 WIS seuse should say bout
aifitmative leglsiativi L Fespec: to Lue prouibis
tlons of the ourteenth awendment s nut
wiltmin the colupetescy of Counress. | see oo
Wiudie ground batsecu givieg Coagress pieanry
PUWED UVer the sSODjeQl ol thess futdemenial
Tidlte and F"’I“ I« nome. Then le: uf cuusider
the prefubition of the UiteeRta winenliueut., “Lloe

revised, snd ali statutes whien CoCgress may
chouse pered tor 0 pass, This
AN ASSEHTION OF ABSOLIPTIAM

or legalative omnipolence amariug o conlem.
plate. ‘ipne particwiar claim fu bie present cass 18
WHTROTItY Lo punmisn 24 sgreement velwesn (wu
or more persous to prevent or ninoer tue free
eXercise ond enjoymeut uy any cmden of s
TIgHE to tue equel prowecuion of toe Taws, his right
to lte, hoerty and properiy, unless deprived
theresl LY due process of law, aod BIR ngis o
vota, Wwitaout regard 10 racd, color or previons
sorvitude. This I8 (ne claun In the preseut cise,
reduced to I8 strictest honk
course, w8 lhas been aircady sald, the power to
protection ol the
the right to e, leerty aod
property, what & due process ol aw, waat
18 the rignt 1o veote, |t would be @ iogicl incon-
AtStency $0 pretend that & guverament can ¢otas
18 courts witlh Authority to punish tor ctune
WILhOut BULLOTITY L0 sa)Y 10 What that crime cou-
sists, When the consutulion gave Cougress
power to punisth piricies and elonies ob e bign
Seads and onlences sguinst toe laws of untions, 1t
gave .80 the power to define tbew. 1t s dudenlt
to speak of the pretonsious npou whicl tlus iegls-
lativn rests lu guarded language. It s a reliel to
truuK it they
slitutiou ol the couutry, without the distarbing
Induence oi party; BOF tnak consfiiuiion which 18
ADUVE @il pOriIes, GEG WLICU WiH tuade not jur the
use of partisaus, but for tue ssiely wud happluaess
01 the whule peuvple; and bul Jor oune, but
many generations Tne firdt two words of the
Batlulal OO Are 6% WUSh & Part of It as the last,
Toney have uever veeu changed Suce thewr e
begun. They nave been Boroe 1o every buitie and
ou every maren, by land of sew, (a deiear a8

laws, What 14

vietory, Toey are silil blagoned ou our escalotieon |

atid cofiea on every sesl o oflice, Moy the motlo

never ve mutilated or Clrowned,

State ovose. | would wiso )t whitien on (e el
jog of s chamoer; toal Gpon Iy iarmong ol
Lb® juce upward ihe eye mighl benoid 1t lu i
three words I4 writtad & Jeiiht bistory ; m
they ablge lor ages, Wila®esds wi W00 pasl

TIgh) 00 GILBeRS 9 Jud VIl Blates 10 VOIS AUkl | Pisugen of vie iul

The provision |

the same terws, that |

It inciudes, of |

are Lere tu be teftea By (be con- |

L would fave It |
written ou the wikis of the Capitel and o every |

| THE CANAL RING.

A Very Gocd Chance for Noth-
-ing To Be Done.

THE RED-HOT ZEAL FOR INVESTIGATION COOLIAG,

Decision of the Senate for the Appoint-
ment of a Commission.

THE M'GUIRE FACTION ODTAIN A JOINT COMMITTERE.

ALBANY, March 31, 18%5.

The spiris of accommodation had triumphed 1o
the watter of capul lnvestigation, sud everybody
18 pleasea because evervbody has pgalued n vic-
tory. Tuoe Governor bas got lhis commlision,
while the republicans in the Seosie and hls aemo-
cratic enemies o the Assembly have sauvbed bhim
in according is to bim. Toe Metiulre [@ctlon huve
galned an indorsement of thelr beloved Speaker
| In the assent of the Senate to the resolution for a
jolut commitiee, even tuough it comes back Lo the
Assembly slightly modifled for the concurrenoe of
the House,
they dictated the final shape of the Supposed
measures 1or 4 better adminisiration of the Canal
Departwent, and the Canal Ripg are jovial, lor the
whole master 18 to end i useless mves.
tigation, There I8 & greéat eannce for
| mothing w be doune, and 1t
purent to everybody, Lo those who wisbed 1o
make political capital out of Investiga-
tion a8 weil as those wiose lirst deasire Is to be let
alone, that the best Way to do nothing was to
aect a red.hot zedl for invesclgation, Accord-
logly all the stasesmen 1o both bGouses mel this
morning with a bigh Jetérminstion not to allow
the resolutions [or inyvestigation 1o lag any longer,
Benator Woodin was willlog to (orego the speech
upoen whlch e bad beeu meubating or & week,
bgnator Lord wasd so extremely aaxions for the
| compietest Investigation that be was vexed in
| apirit at the thought that the ingquiry would go
over another twenty-four hours belors the com-
mittee could ve named. Even the Governor, who
13 gpparently the only sincers man in Albany on
thls subject, was so ready (o saeritice himsell and
bave the snubbing De received from the senate 1o
the limitation of his nomination of Commissioners
nicely ruvbed in that Mr. Daly, to his behall, not
ounly moved the adoption of the resolntion a8 ic
cameé from the »sepate, but prevensed any
earuest but indiscrest (riend of Tilden from
uttering a word Iu the Governor's behall
by Interposing the previous guestion. As lsaid
yesterday there was no chance of the Senale acts
iog upon the Hoose resolution for o jolnt com-
mitiee exvept as Lhe result of w barguin, The
barguin was agreed upou and she Assembly was
Mrst to give It eect,

MIt. DALY'S MOTION,

Scarcely bad the House cowe to order this
merning velore Mr, Daly moved that the Assembly
coneur 1o the Senate resolution for a commuission
to be composed of lour persons to be appoloted by
the Governor, by and with the advice and consent
of the Senate. The dose was a bitter one, hut as
the patient about Lo take a nausecus uranught
first shuts his eyes and then drinksit, Mr, Daly
mwoved the previons question a8 some asslstauce
o swallowing tbhe obmoxious pill. Mr. Taylor, of
| Mouroe, tried to get the floor 1o move an
| extension uf the period of the jnquiry from 1585 to
1860, but the terms of the barguin wouwd nos

choked it
“It was a disagreeable dose,” sald & statesman
from New York, *“but we were compelled to
awallow (" When the Assembly had completely
surrendered to the dictation of the Senate the
Eenale in turn was ready tvo give the Assembly
sume considerstion, As soon as the astion of the
Lewer House was kuown the other branch of the
: Legisiature procesded 10 act upon the resolution
for a jolnt committee. But 4t the very outset it
was fuund that the Senate could not pass this
resolution without amendment upon tecanical
grounds, the number of members being in exoess
of those allowed by the rules. In order to bring
it under the rule It was g0 amended ad to reduce
the Dumber to three lor each house, and it was
agreed that the committee should be named by
the Speaker and the Lieutenant Governor. Every
word of the debale which preceded thme adop-
tion of the resolution showea the insincerity
which Inspired all alike. Mr. D. P, Wood lavored
| ke resolution beciuse the comumitiee would ne
| non-parusan, but Mr, Lord very justly ridi-
culed the (dea of a commitiee Deing
| non-partisan simply because It Was to be composed
| of three democrats and three republicans. The
worst frands in New York citr, he sald, were the
| result of non-partisan commisslons, and t1he non-
| partisanship in tiis case would only resuit in e
scguittal ol democratic offendera by the demo-
critic members of the commiiiee and of Lhe repub-
liean oflenders by the repabllean mwembers. This
unguestionably s the Jesire of all parties ana the
grand effert 18 to conceal It by the exhibltion of
grest zeal for Inquiry and ¢Xpoaure.
MR. LORD'S ANGER,
Mr, Lord was lisping a truth in aoger and dis-
appoiaiment tbal be would have been siow to tell
bad not s jeellngs got Lhe better of his judgment,
| As tbe resolutlon first stood in the Senate there

was no provision for the sppointmens of the
members on the pars of that bodr, and socord-
lug to the iangange of ibe resolutiou itseil
that power was apparently in tbe Speaker of the
Assembly. Attentivn was cailed to the over-
siglt, however, before the adbption of the resolu-
Hon, and A chaDes for & little fun was spoiled,
The reasiution as 16 passed the Senate is compre-
hensive enough for any purposs, but a8 the com-

admit of such an amendment so grateful to the |
democratic heart and the previous question |

!

The republicans ure satisfled, because

became uwp- |

| the Senate mud the Assembly which could only

3

. 2

that 1t wonld be haxaraous for the Senate to
refuse to confirm thewm. In this réspeet he oocn-
pies very lngh ground, aud stands in marked con-
trast to the partisansbip aud ineneerity he Das
encountersed 1o bosh bonses.  But for the inet that
lie was resdy to acquigsce 1o the activm of the
Senate there would bave bean delay in the passage
of the resolunon, and 8 disagreement between

have been settled by & conference committee,
AUTION OF ME. DALY,

The plans were matured jor such & courss, and
1t was ouly by the sction of Mr. Dair in moving
the previous question, undertaken at the mnstapce
of the Governor, that they wers tuwarted. The
old ariny word “demoralized" is the only ous hat
wiil descrlbe the condition of the more exirems
friends of tho Cunal Ring this morning; but bad
not the republicand been conceded sveryching
they required 18 would not bave besn H0 easy to
have gulned even this qualified trivmph.  As b8

within this 5tate by auy person. and must be served by
oy sherid or constable when thereunto regquleed. I8
cane of the wilure of any wilkess so sabpoiand to obey

I sulimens, the commissioners, of 4 mujority

of them sha!l bave power tn jssue an attaclhinent to the
Sherift of any county reguirine hlm to atia b et
of aen witioss and Brise hiw befors soch camn
aud the hlu procendings spall thereapon e L
such commission was » courl aof ree s auen wite
Jiessvs had been duly subpanded te attend Gelors it Pl
swaarkig befure such commission shall bo deomud to he

Lol r .4
”:-tri-ltq.:.-.r'nch ot such commssioners shall raccive S
per day tor eacl diy aetually o nployed 16 the biiiness
to be: muidited by Lhe Ceomptroller sud paid out of the
slnte Treasury,

nec, S —soch commismtoners sball havo power to e
ploy sucli experts, ayents gl ctheér asalstunts as the)
shull deein nbovdsary.

Bri. A—This act sliall take oot Immediate y.

Hy Mr. Lorb—HRelative 1o the Trensurer of Moge
roe counoty.
Adjourned,

THE CANAL CONTRACTS,
BurraLo, Mareh 51, 18105,
A regolution was passed by the Hoard of Trade,
this morning, calling a mass meeting of 118 mem-
bers and citizens generally, the objeet being 1o

the Governor will soon have his commission at
work sud thers wiil be some dellgotiul squeallng
before the end |s reswched. He 1810 be epiuar.
rudsed as much a8 possibie, bowever, by the action |
of other investigating committees, and the Canal |
Bourd to-day coutributed something towara that
eud by appoluting an investigating commitiee of
Ig own. This commitiee s to be composed of the

Lisutenant Governor, the Secretary of State and |

the Attorney General. What good tLis commitiss

18 to do in I8 Investleating capacity it i3 not easy |

1o see, but Its appolntment lg another cvidenece
thit tue zeal for investigation |2 intended 1o de-
Teat tne Governor's iutenions and to maks the
4ffort at relorm & latlnre.

THE SENATE EVENING SESSION.

Notwithstanding the Senote bas disposed of the
question, 80 'ar a4 1t cen act upon it o the divec.
tlon of invesilgiation, the evening sessinn wis set
apart for the cousideration of the Govaraor's
Message, and wos speut In loose and unnecessary
talk about esnal contracts.

Mr, Parmenter gdvocsted the vight, (o exiremely
bad gramioar, for nearly az hour: baot e en-
livened his speech with some [itle incidents thas
had & plensant eftect, He swd, for lnstapes, that

he bad been lopstrumenzal in obtalnlug an appro- |

| priation of §5,000 for some npeccssary canual work,

After the appropriation bad been secured the
wurk was begun, put wis so neglectod by the
persons who bave It In chargs that 1t 18 1n
danger of being swept away by the spriug noods,
Mewting the man to whom it had been oompiitied
e was asked, 1D ANSWEr 10 RS qoestions cuncern-
ing it, wuether he expected a public work to be
compieted on u single appropristion, ke also
ralsed o livtle breeze Ly wmforwing Seoator Lord
that the people regarded blm a8 pultting himself
on the wrong side by tuiking too much, especially
to a reporter of the HERaLL.
MI. LORIF ON HIS FEEI.

This subsequently brought Mr. Lord to bis feet,
who declared Lhat e was In favur of lovestiga-
tion frof the beginulog, aod tuat he repelled any
insinuation to the contrary. Tue more sulid parts
of Mr, Parmenter's specch wers @ recital of Judge

Peckham's declaion, already frequently gqunoted, |

by which it was determined that It was the duty

of the Contracting Bouard Lo reject unbelanced blds |

48 fruudulent on their face, Mr. Seikreg lollowed
Mr, Parmenter, snd earnestly defended the repub-
llean party from suy iotentlon to defend any
fraudnlent canal contract or contractor. He ridi.
culed the ldea of the fault beltg in the system,
when there was fraud in all the public works of
the State and the Legislature nssisted (o its pro-
motion. ‘lbe fanlt was 1o thoe fact that the laws
were not executed, and the remedy was In the
conviction and punishment of tne enginecers,
through whom the laws are violated.
JACUBS' HAND,

At the concluslon of Mr. Selkreg’s speech the
commiteee rose, und she Messuge would bhave been
referred to the Committee on Canals bad not Mr,
Jacobs intimated s desire Lo introduce some reso-

lutlons on the sutject, He subsequently latro- |

ducod & bill giving the commissloners to be ap-
pointed by the Governor power to subpeEns wit-
nesses and compel their atiendapce. Toe bill
als0 fixes the compensation of the commisstoners
at §20 per amy for esch day of actual service. The
bili was read through, and after a brief considera-
tion in Committee of whe Whole It was passed.
This closed the work of the day upon the caoal
Irauds, ana the Senate adjourned.

THE DEBATE IN THE SENATE.
ALBANY, March 31, 1875,
The Senate resolved itself Into Committes of the
Whole this evening on the Governor's Caoal Mes-
[N

Mr. PARMENTER took the fAvor and sald he was |

glad the Govervor bad lpaugurated this ingalry
into the canal irsuds. AS a partvisan he was glad
o democratic Governor had inaugurated the re,
jorm, and was pleased (o S0€ 80 MADY genilemen
on the opposite side rally w0 the suppors
ol the Executive.. He danounced the ays
tem of makiug estimates, saslug the craft
of the devil was shown in Gthe manner
ofmaking them. 1s this eystem an accidens or
the result of collusion between (he coutractors

and the employés of the State ¥ There 14 wicked- |

ness in those estimages, which are at tne begin
uing of the fruuds. The engioeer who prepares
these false estimates 18 tne Mrst guolity one. A
periect understanding most exist between the
contracior and the engineer. Did the cuniracs
iug boards discharge their Tuu duty when these
fraudulent Llis wore 1* The people bave

A right to require that members of the Board shall

be nigh-minaed, houest wen.,  There I8 o popular

veliel that the pubic goose is & tird 1@ be piucked,
A LITTLE STEAL.

He instanced & cas whicn oecurred 1o bhis own

destriet.  Lust wiliter the sum of §5,000 was appro-

| priated for o lLitte dock between IToy and Lan-

mittee 13 allowed only whirty days in which to |

make the inquiry and report it is plain to aoy
usderstandiog that It cannot make sny very
toorough investigation, Thls woaid be a very lme
portant maiter If an investigation was eilher
uecessary or imporiant; but as bota branches of
the Legislature already know as muach sbout canal
irauds a8 they want to learn It will be seen thas

averybody opposed to homesty in canal mamage-
mani, The intention new 18 10 emoarrass tie
Governor as wuch as possitie by & fallure 1o afford

1s to be excused on the ground shat the Lewisla-
bure did evervyining in 1ts power 10 efeet anch leg-
islation in the sbors time allowed for the purpose,
as evidenced Dy the muiliplied weans of Investiga-
tion wnd exposure which it afforded. The resolu-
tion a8 amcoded bBas yot to receive the comear-
rende of the Assembly. snd \hougd (nere are loud
mutteriogs and defiant \hreats on the door of e
Lower House, there i3 not sncugh dourage 1o vie
democratic majority of the Assambiy to boldiy
meel e repabiican dietation ¢f the Senate. They
say they wili refuse to concur In the resolution us
it npow comes baock Lo them, bul shey are Dot lIKely
to 40 #0 Wien the time comes, and I\ really makes
uo diference whather they do or not.
NEPUBLICAN DICTATION.

Alter ylelding tbe Utste point of pride which the
| Gevernor mlg it naturally feel 1o naming the coms
mission ol lovestigaiion [ree from the republiesn
dictation, the Assembly wenld oaly sdd to the
evidence of s own Imbeoility If 1t shouid coneur
n amendments wpich have no lmporiance what.
ever. The ropublicans, doubliess, would be
rejolced to see the Assembly commit sbis adal
© uonal piece of fooilshness, Lut 1118 diMcnlt to be.
Ileve Lthey will be gratified lu tois respect, though
the Honse |4 quite capabie of gratuying them.

The next thag o order will be the appointment
of we comamisdion by the Governoer, but it s un-
derstood the names of the commiesioners wiil not
be autounced for a day or two. Already great

tnis resolution compietaly suswera the purposas of |

the necessary remedial iegnsiation, and this (uiare | et

singourg. o passiug the spot some wheks

the spodser Lad oveaslou 0 puss toe polut whare
the dock was 10 bo construeted, wod lound Lhat 18
had voly been hali comploted, leaving it that way
purposely tuat the spring [resbetls may carry
away ali the work done thos far. On racellug the
couttactor he (Mr. larmenter) asked woy
work wias not completed vefure the winter set in.
Tue coulractor repuad, ““Woy, you dou't expect o

do you?! We Wil peed One or LWO [ore grants
W complete the dock.'” This, Mr, Parpenter sald,
Was u satple o the leeling eXistiig AMODE those
contracturs, No new laws are needed 10 remedy
this so-called viclous sy The wn s
FIZNL il FeguUiring  toe Work 1o bo dewe sl the
lowest fgures. Mo instauced the case of @ bid
made by & N1, Buliard jor work on the Ciamplain

| Eet auy Stale wo k done [rom obe appropriation, 1

Canal  His bul was e lowest one, but the Bourd |

would not give bim the work, believing that toe

Lk was not an hounst one, and awarded the cou-

Lruct Lo nuother party.  Mr. Bullard appealed to
¥

| dusiies Potter, 1w  Special Term,' 0
aud he decided in  faver of Bullard, sayiug
ibat he was entitled to It a8 Lhe

lowest vidder. The case wWiad appealed t the

! General Term of the Supreme Court (o 1861, which

body sustained he order of 1he Coniracting Board, |

Mr. Balard then appeaied to the Court of Appeais,
which body aliruied the aecision ol the General
Thas was (o 183, ALl these gigantic Irauds
have been perperrated Since 1508, nnd Do maille
el be LufoWn Over the Actons of wbe arlinguent
OMeIais secviug siuce thint period, He would juvor

wismissing any oficer who would SiF0 such eon. |
tricks a8 have veen made puolle since this ques

tivn hids been under discussion.
MH, LOKD COURTS INVESTIGATION,

Mr. LOBD s@i0 Siiat 18 was wrong to charge him |

with belag vppeded 1o Lhis nvestugation, It was
uot 50, He oestred 1, and was wildug to ieave
Lie question of the honedty of himseil and tbe
senaior from the Twellth @istrict to thelr re-
speclive usighbors,
MK, SKLEREG'S srEECT.
Mr. SELEMEG sald thie question o! caoal frauds

| hasé received the attention of every faxpaver in

| tpat

pressure 14 brought Lo bear opon this sulyeot, aud |

even too New York Chaember of Commeres isanx-
10us to suggest one of the wembers. The Goveraor
receives all Juggestlons toat are made 1o bim, and

unoesitatingly aeclares 10AS ne CATEs Veiy litlie
for the limita 10ns of 100 Senate 10 regard to hi

DOmIAMMOLA, SAJing D Wil aoMminAle sUCh WA . jore sl

ihe State, W hesar Irom the

Beuator

was  pained
iFom e Twenty-<eveuth
e repuniicaa purty wone Wae
chavged with countenancing (hese frauds,
He ynoted from Sensivr Bradiey's (Fwenty-
FeVenth district) speecn aud gald such @ charge
Wil unjusl. In 187Y, when the Legisiature snd
EXxccutive were democrutic, toree pages of canal
clatms are joufd on the Journal of twe Assembiy
for toe vesar, L0is aysteds oI canel 'TAGUS Des had
1hHe COERIZARCE DOt only ©Of eagiueers, but uf the

Leqisiature. 1o bls juegmen’, were (hé lnwe Dow
of wol books carried oul, there wonid Le Lo op-
porituity  of  ifraud. He lustsnced fhe Ccuse
where, 10 1870, oue Willlam Mudge!t was,
py erder of e Legmidsure, Ppald  jor |
work aud theu 10r  wWie  use ol toois

He reod irom @ contract awarded oniy two wesks
ngo, und sald soy eugiocer Who sigoesd such
COptract wWas [aiée 10 his srust Ae & taltolal pablie
officer. He woulu Joln handa Witu Goy selstor
arvubd the ciroie lu remedying the eXisting #vis

Here the committee tusd wod reporied prog-
reass.

M. JACORS' BILL.

Mr, JAcUBS Introduced the 10 lowing viil, which
Was remd a4 tnird 1hme and passed, @l The Sendtors
prevent (Iweniy-lodr) voliug lhereor—

*HCLIUN L=kither of Lue sl LR or
wi ¥ lervaler be appoiniited, W igvesligate the
afiabrs of Wi capald o tofs  pate, mg--'nu:m_ac ol »
Gt resuiuyon of the *euate ond aswwmbly ol dajo o

RYE LOWer fu isue sebpacus lu}lllnldl‘ tue atiendaned
of Withestud ADJ Lhe Proudoilen ol Lok & T
L T )

i
1 propriety of the neasures wadestooms to bo pavored by
{
{
|
|

the |

disinet |

A Bad

tndorse Governor Tiiden's Message on the candl
contract= and (rauds, Thee meenng will oe ueld ac
eleven o'eiock Lo-LOITO W MUriing.

THE IMPOBTERS AND GROCERS.

A special meetiog of the above Hoard was beld
yesterday at hall-past two o'elock I\ A, o theu
roomy, No, 87 Wall street.  Mr. Willinm A. Bowth
presded and Mr, W. l. Neilson wis secreluars,
The procesdings were opened Dy the sccrotary
reading the special cnll under which tuls meeting
was ascembled, and the Chalrman (oriher ex-
platlied that the object 1n view wis to elielg nn exs

pression of optolon in regard to the seuon of toe
=tate autborices touching the cauals and cansl

RIS

Mr, Cbarles A, Hill, Chsirman of the commisles
previousiy appointed lor tils purpose, resd o set
ol Fesulutions, He also read the nvitdiiow irom
she Froduee Exchange relerred to 1n khe resolus
t:ond. Lhe repori of the comuitiee wal reerived,
and, upou mwoion of Mr, Taroineg, the resvietiondg
weres kdopied, They are us ollowsi—

Whereas the recent promnent actlon of Uavernor
Tl exposing the lomr-continged abuses praciised 1M
L AR Ient of the conel sy<tein of this sane, bas
AWARENE & sensation ou e part of the people that 14
sonking exprossion through thie press aud conssimtod
nsiness organidntions of the sure and counery theres

luft‘emnnl_ That thls Boanl heartily approves of tha
econrse taken by the state Exeentive In vigorousiy palinis
i out the evils pow existing, and Ehgr Ul auivp-
ton of a proper mode tor 1helr pelormption.

tesolvod, That this Board recounizes the wisdom aud

| the Osnal Board forthe pedoctiotk ol the tolls and urged

wpou the I.\-pélﬁ!.umn- lis appropriale actun. ;
Resolved, That we recotmend to the memibers of this

Hoard thelr nttendasier, in rurethoranee of these views

| atu meetlog in the Produce Exchange, to bo helil un
Thursday. Ist of April, at two P, M. n accordance wiik

| thie lovitation froo (he menagers of thet siution,

| herewlth commiineated,

| Alter ttie transaction of some routine business
and the sdmission of uew memwbers the mestiog
adjournei.

‘ THE MERCHANTS' MEETING.

The weetiog whica ¢ to be held ut two P, M. o
day io toe Produce Exchunge will undoubredly b
an infuentigfassemulage, and one which will ex-

| Presd in s resolutlons the uudpimous sense of
| the wmercanitle community In relercuce Lo the
| management of toe caunws, It seems from the
| toue pdopted by busiuess men in speaking of the
mesdage  setnt  to  the  Legislature
Tilden shat they are doter-
| mined to applaud the EXxecutive aud 1o en-
courage M in his  contest with the Cihual
Ring, whose exXistence DRg =3 grogtly jmperided
the pasness of New York. No GOvernor nos ever
Ly his meuon cailed sueh immediate and ungni-
| WOUs commennatiun frowm the wercantile classes
s will be expressed this alternoon. It s desired
by the Committes of Arrangements of the Prodtcs
Exehange that the meering soall ve attended by
every merchant whbo caun spare Lhe titue to ba
present, It pas not been intended that toe meets
ing should be merely an assemblage of represen-
tstives of trade societies, empowerad Lo cxpress
the sentlments ol such assoclation, LUT UL LUSis
ness men generally, the societics being invited
formally in order 10 obtaln 8 more extended
police of the meeling among Lbat cluss of woich
they ure composed,

recent
| by Goveruor

THE SCHOOL CONFERENCE.

To THR EDITOR OF THE HERALD:—

The ¢ontroversy consequeut upon the lmprudent
language of & mngle clergyman concerning our
| common senools 14 At most an incident macl to be
| regreited Just wow. It occurred at The very
| moment when steps were taken by Lhe anthorities
i in ibe Roman Catbolle Cuuren, supported by ens
| lightened and distloguished laymeu, to bring
| about & solution of a fermidable and ever threatvis
| ing difficuity, 1 woula theu most respectiully bee

speak your own atteution as well as ihe moderas-
J tion uod patlence of she public, whiie the two
| committees of ence are d ¢ calmiy,
[ ama with & due senss of their own respons
| sibility, the conclliatory plan submitied to therge
'
!
1
I
|
|
1

i% 18 not promising too much to the just sense of
patriotsm and reugion of our citizens (0 wssure
them In advaoce \hat, while the most powerind
wotlves urge 4 thorouwh and searchityg exXaminme
| son of the propused basls of agreemeunt, the LS4ue

will be such a8 o Lring satisfackion and permids

nent peace. The scheme of setllement 15 Dol am
| taeal or visionary one; it has worked and s sull
worklng most success(ully, both In New Fogland
sand at the South. It 18 founded on a state ol
thinge satsluctory to all religious denominationd
in Great Britain as well as in Canada. The prig-
ciple that underlies It supposes that il 18 the -
altenable righs of aoy parochlal society 1o bulld ita
own schoolhouse, provide teachers certifcated as
competent, both with respect Lo learnivg aud t
moraiity, and claim from the public seBowi
| fand & sum proportionste to their own pro raid ol
_i taxation. This, while alowing the Hoard of Eduoe
cation 1t legisumate control over the parish
schools, t» st ple cquity ; aud sucen a soluton is
Httie likely to endauger the peace of the commus
ity or to constitute a danger either for the civil
or the religious freedom of any class or scet ol
| eltigens, Such I8 the principle which has guided
legislation on commou schools in countries as eoe
lightened as our own. | do not know how it may
be modified or applied bere; but 1 have great
| falth in she moderation and wisdom of the gentie-
| men s whose hands che present setblement lled
To their consclentious sense of right sud duty we
should leave the matier 1o Its present siage, andg
tarn & den! ear to the unsutborized inuatica wio
| represent no one bat their owWo thedlogical or po=

lUtlcal passiona. CILTZEN,

« THE MURDERER SHARKEY.

| AN UNFOUNDED RUMOR OF HIS RETURN,

| Alarge number of paupie gathersa on the wharf
| of the Mexicanm Mall Steamship line last evening,
upon the occasion of the arrival of toe steames
City of New York (rom Havaos, I8 baving beer
carrenily reported throughout the First ward that

|
860, i the escaped muorderer, Sharey, had veen guietly

smoggied on board that vessel and brought on te
! New York. Police Captain Saunders gave orderd
]

that the crowd should be kKept vack: bLut, 48 soom
u¥ it was koown Lhat sharkey was not on soard,
the erowd disappenred almost as quiekiy a< it nad
JOPmed, N cONVEraation with several oficers of
the Ulty of New York they stated that suarie
‘Wall Bourly expecied In Havans when tney @
snd thas ne would, 10 Al probabuity, leave I

| New York on board the sieamabip City of “‘“1::
wiich wae set down to leave Havaos on ibe

day of Mareh.

|  UNLICENSED LIQUOR DEALERS

Captain Saunders, of the Twenty-seventih pres
cinet, with & piatoon of poilce, made a raid on the
unilcensed lquor dealers last evening, and ar
rested the following, charged on compiaint ol
Exowe lnspectors Forbes and Costelio with violss
ton of the Excise law:—James Katigan and B
Carcoran, of No. & Brosdway : James 0'Hearn, No,
20 Greeowich street; Dennis Keenan, No. 4
Greenwich street; W. H. Grimn, No, 113 Green-

wich street; H. Dougherty, Mo 4 Washiugton
street; Patrick Argold, No, 122 Washingtou 8treet

Dennis Winckly, No. 21 West efresi; Richar
skeen, No, X West street; P H us, No, 43 Wess
sireet ; Michael Brennan, No. i

3 eat atrewt ; Joun
Gearns, No. 47 West sfreef, oo Martua e

2o, 3 Albany street.
These parties Duve several times beeu Loluied
tbe Exel-e Board and by the Uisirior umtgni

that they would be procesded agmiust it
| neglected to comply Wit the AW, sud that
d no atiention to the potice.

A BOLD THIEF.

A well dréssed young man entered the jewsirp
store No, 71 Toird avenue, about eight o'dlock
| last eveniog, and afked 1o see some gold wedalng
ruigs.  The proprigtor placed & tray fall on the
| cade, and Lbe youLy wan fried on two or three ol
thew, telt thelr welght, ang seomed oifficalt o

suil.  Wolie the was looking lo the case

tor ofher TiOEs Cuslomer suddeniy selsed tne

1ruy, el oGl of toe Juinped iato

r“' a4 arove the avenne
8l
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